
 

THE CROSSMEN TO RELOCATE TO SAN ANTONIO, TX 

ALLENTOWN, PA -- After a series of lengthy discussions, Youth Education in the 

Arts (YEA!) announced on September 21, 2006 they will be fielding the 

Crossmen Drum and Bugle Corps through a new management team located in 

San Antonio, Texas beginning with the 2007 season. 

The director of the corps will be Mark Chambers, current band director of Ronald 

Reagan High School. The management team’s leadership will include Fred and 

Maureen Morrison, past co-presidents of the Reagan Band Parents Association, 

and other supporters of the Reagan group. 

The San Antonio leadership team will be charged with all educational and 

programming functions, including staffing, camp management, and the tour; 

while YEA! will execute the back office operations for 2007. YEA! will provide 

mentoring for the new team in the fine art of running a premier drum corps from 

holding camp rehearsals, to food preparation, volunteer coordination, 

merchandising, marketing and more. Staff from YEA! will be at all camps, and 

Mark Chambers and YEA! are jointly recruiting an experienced tour manager to 

assist in carrying the summer load. 



As a charter member of the Crossmen, George Hopkins, Executive Director and 

CEO of YEA! provides a unique perspective on the relocation of the corps. "From 

the day the Crossmen were formed, I have been privileged to play a role in this 

wonderful youth organization as a marching member, competitor and advocate. 

Today, as we sit on the brink of a new tomorrow for the corps, I am excited and 

thrilled to be part of the next phase in the life of the corps. Mark and his Texas 

team are great people and they can count on YEA! to guide and assist them for 

as long as they desire. Mark has been a successful band director, VERY 

successful, for years now and is well respected in Texas and across the country. 

His access to top talent, his personal ability, and the support he has of both the 

local San Antonio and DCI the community will make for a quick success"  

Andrew Silverstein, Chairman of the Board of YEA! adds, "The Crossmen have 

been an integral part of YEA! for over a decade and we are proud that we have 

been able to stabilize and field a world class ensemble. As the program offerings 

of YEA! are more and more focused on supporting activities for high schools 

across the country, the reality is we simply do not have the resources, to give the 

necessary time, attention and financial support to two Division I DCI corps. Texas 

is a state strong in music education and now can proudly boast they have the 

Crossmen and can strengthen and build on the long heritage, success and 

traditions of the corps. The organization’s commitment is that for two years, YEA! 

will assist and support the Crossmen through this San Antonio leadership team. 

The long range goal is to once again return the Crossmen to independent status" 



Mark Chambers, the new director of the Crossmen enthusiastically states, "It will 

be our goal to engage every one of the current and future members of the 

Crossmen, the fans, volunteers and alumni into becoming a part of this very 

exciting move. Our intention is to continue to uphold the long standing tradition of 

the corps as one of drum corps activity’s elite groups. When you see the 

Crossmen on the schedule, you know it will be something special! "  

YEA! assumed responsibility for the Crossmen in 1996 and immediately 

absorbed several hundred thousand dollars in debt and has since successfully 

retired those debts and brought the Crossmen to the field for eleven consecutive 

years. Two sets of bus upgrades, new food and equipment trucks, uniforms, 

brass and percussion instruments have all been acquired for the corps during 

this period and have positioned the corps for a successful transition to their new 

home and their new future in Texas. 

Current and prospective members of the corps are invited to the first rehearsals 

for the 2007 season to be held November 24-25-26 in San Antonio at Reagan 

High School. Information and registration materials can be found on the website 

at www.yea.org/crossmen. 

All current endorsement agreements with YEA! partners will continue and the 

Crossmen will perform exclusively with Yamaha brass and percussion 

instruments, Avedis Zildjian Cymbals, Remo Drumheads and Vic Firth 

Drumsticks. 



More details will be forthcoming as the Crossmen announce staff appointments 

for each of the captions and program details for the 2007 season. Stay tuned to 

www.yea.org/crossmen for the latest news and updates regarding the Crossmen 

of San Antonio, TX. In addition, a more detailed report on rationale, future 

programming, and expanded planning will be available. 

YEA! is a non-profit 501c3 organization based in Allentown, PA. The mission of 

YEA! is to support the development of young people into magnificent human 

beings through their participation in the arts. Program offerings of YEA! are the 9-

time World Champion Cadets, the 22-time World Champion Finalist the 

Crossmen and the US Scholastic Band Association. More information on YEA! 

and its programs can be found at www.yea.org. 
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